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Outback Explorer: 
Uluru to Adelaide

Capital  
Blooms

As this holiday departs at 7.00am from Ayers 
Rock Resort , accommodation will need to be 
pre-booked for the previous night.

1  Uluru – Coober Pedy
There’s something starkly beautiful about the 
Australian outback. The pindan soil, silvery 
gums, horizon-busting skies, vast swathes of 
sun-baked nothingness. This is your backdrop 
as you cross from the Northern Territory into 
South Australia, ready to get deep into your 
destination. Coober Pedy, known as the 'opal 
capital of the world’, is all lunar landscapes at 
the surface, and psychedelic colours 
underground. Locals not only mine rainbow 
hued opals in a vast network of subterranean 
tunnels, but also live here, go to church here and 
send their kids to school here. You’ll get to bed 
down in an underground hotel as well. Nature’s 
air-conditioning. Hotel: Desert Cave. D

2  Coober Pedy – Port Augusta
It’s hard to imagine landscapes more dramatic 
than those you’ve experienced so far. But nature 
ups the ante at Lake Hart, a vast saltpan that 
sparked a community in the 1930s. Today, it’s all 
but deserted, adding to the ethereal atmosphere. 
The vastness of the South Australian outback 
was no doubt one of the reasons why it was 
chosen to become the world’s largest military 
land base. Believe it or not, Woomera has been a 
testing base for atomic bombs, ballistic missiles 

and satellite boosters. Mull over that en route to 
SA’s natural harbour of Port Augusta. Hotel: 
Majestic Oasis Apartments. B D

3  Port Augusta – Adelaide
The Wadlata Outback Centre was created to 
decode some of the countryside you’ve been 
traversing over the past two days. Come 
face-to-face with giant ripper lizards, journey 
back in time to when dinosaurs roamed this 
land, and meet some of the people who first 
owned, explored and settled the region – as well 
as some of those who live here today. There are 
fossils and more opals, and interactive exhibits; 
have you ever tried Morse code? All this outback 
is thirsty work. Thankfully the Clare Valley is on 
the horizon. Gather in the cellar door at historic 
Knappstein Wines to find out just why their 
riesling takes home so many awards. Their 
other drops are pretty tasty, too. Hotel: Crowne 
Plaza. B D

4  Farewell from Adelaide
While your AAT Kings journey comes to an 
end, we seriously hope you have plans to 
linger in (and around) the South Australian 
capital, ready for your next Adelaide tour. 
From its wineries to its epic Central Market, 
there’s a reason why this part of the state 
attracts some of Australia’s most innovative 
bakers, makers, growers, producers and 
vintners. Dig in! B

As this holiday departs at 7.30am from Rydges 
Sydney Central, accommodation will need to 
be pre-booked for the previous night.

1  Sydney – Canberra
This short break from Sydney sees you leave 
the skyscrapers behind and venture into the 
bucolic countryside of the Southern Highlands, 
all heritage villages, vineyards and manicured 
gardens. The allures all unite in Berrima, the 
best-preserved Georgian town in Australia 
– look no further than its convict-era sandstone 
gaol. Despite its gloomy history, the building is 
awfully pretty to look at. All this touring is 
hungry work – thankfully, a barbecue lunch 
awaits on the grounds of working cattle and 
sheep farm Gold Creek Station, where you’ll 
learn about life on the land from someone who 
works it every day. Speaking of working hard for 
the money, 10,000 people spent years 
constructing Parliament House, the 
architecturally eye-catching seat of the nation’s 
government that was constructed largely from 
Australian materials. Your Canberra tour guide 
will take you behind the scenes and reveal all 
the secrets. Hotel: Crowne Plaza, 2 nights. L D

2  Canberra & Floriade
There are more than a million bulbs on display 
annually at Floriade, an explosion of colour that 
transforms the banks of Lake Burley Griffin – as 
well as some of Canberra’s suburbs in recent 
years. The month-long affair – the largest of its 
kind in the Southern Hemisphere – was 
originally designed to celebrate Australia’s 
Bicentenary and Canberra’s 75th birthday. But it 
has become a regular on the city’s event 
calendar. You’ll see why. Continue your weekend 
in Canberra browsing immaculate flower beds 
in various patterns and themes, then enjoy 
entertainment, market stalls and a lively spring 
vibe. B

3  Canberra – Bowral – Sydney
Yet more flowers await in the Southern 
Highlands, where Bowral's Corbett Gardens 
play host to 75,000 tulips. The aptly named 
Tulip Time Festival here will inspire you to buy 
some tulips to plant back home - it's that eye 
catching. Before you board your coach for 
your return to Sydney, you'll have time at 
leisure in the Southern Highlands village of 
Mittagong. B
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Floriade, Canberra

Highlights

 Flexible Holidays
Smell the flowers at Floriade, an immense 
wonderland of bulbs best enjoyed at a 
leisurely pace. More blooms await in Bowral, 
with its antiques stores and cosy cafés.

 Iconic Sites
From Floriade and Parliament House to 
quaint historic villages, Canberra’s attractions 
don’t disappoint.

 Natural Wonders
Canberra is one of Australia’s greenest cities, 
from its alternative energy ethos to its ample 
parks that welcome visitors at every turn.

Highlights

 Flexible Holidays
Uluru is one of those places you could  
spend a lot of time at. Arrive early to  
soak up the spirituality.

 Iconic Sites
Things get deep in Cooper Pedy, that Aussie 
town that lies largely underground. Visit 
some iconic buildings all marbled with opals.

Coober Pedy

 Sustainable Travel
Sleep soundly knowing that wherever you 
wander with AAT Kings, you’re contributing to 
the protection of the destinations you visit.

 Natural Wonders
Salt lakes and South Australia go hand in 
hand. Prepare for your white-out at Lake Hart, 
a vast pearly plain made all the more 
dramatic by the pindan soil that surrounds.

Departure Dates
2024
Jun 08, 15
Jul 06, 13
Aug 03, 10

For prices, latest deals and year-round offers 
including past guest offers, group booking 
discounts for 9+ guests, multi-trip savings and 
definite departure dates visit aatkings.com/
nuca or contact your local travel agent.
A limited number of single rooms are also 
available.

Dining
3 Full breakfasts B  3 Dinners D

Flight Information
Day Prior – flights to arrive anytime into Ayers Rock 
Airport
Day 4 – flights to depart anytime from Adelaide Airport
Flights are not included in the holiday price.

Dining
2 Full breakfasts B  
1 Lunch L 

1 Dinner D

Flight Information
Day Prior – flights to arrive anytime into Sydney 
Airport
Day 3 – flights to depart after 8.00pm from Sydney 
Airport
Flights are not included in the holiday price.

For prices, departure dates, latest deals and 
year-round offers including past guest offers, 
group booking discounts for 9+ guests and 
multi-trip savings visit aatkings.com/cbft or 
contact your local travel agent.
A limited number of single rooms are also 
available.
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